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Dasmesh Punjabi School 

Grades K-12 Parent Newsletter  Oct. 2020 

Greetings from Dasmesh! 

Welcome back staff, students and parents. The first 

month of the 2020/2021 school year is complete! It 

has been a challenging start to the school year due to 

the unprecedented times, but we as a Dasmesh family 

are getting through this one step at a time. Some of the 

families are taking advantage of the Falcon transition 

program. More than 95% of the school population is 

back to in-class instruction. Our school’s board of  

directors have worked extensively on our new school 

building to be in compliance with the city of Abbotsford. 

As we all know, the safety of our staff and students is 

our number one priority. Our new building was delayed 

for a week. This was to  ensure that all safety precau-

tions were in full  compliance of the city building depart-

ment regulations. Our new building is now open and in 

session for our grade 6-12 students.  
 

The new building features include: an art room, makerspace room, science lab, computer lab, recording room, 

large auditorium room and a media design lab. Our third floor is something we are very proud of. It includes a 

Darbar hall and a community kitchen. It also has a new library for our students. Our school buses parking has 

been adjusted so their drop off and pick up does not interfere with the parents parking. Thank you for your  

patience as we are still building our playgrounds for the middle and secondary students, it will still take some 

time. In order to accommodate all of our students, we have switched the bus boarding area towards the  

northwest of our property. In KG - Gr 5 building, we have renovated all of our washrooms as well as the change 

rooms and gym. We have painted the hallways as well as the exterior of the school. We appreciate our 

parent’s feedback and always take it into consideration.  
 

Thanksgiving is on Monday Oct 12, 2020 and Professional Development day is on Friday Oct 23, 2020. Our 

student enrollment for the 2020/2021 academic year is 735. Grade 4 and 7, Foundation Skills Assessment 

2020 has been postponed until January 2021. We will keep you updated as we get more information. In  

addition, our Annual General Meeting has been postponed until further notice. On October 9, 2020 at 1:30pm 

we are inviting all parents to attend the first parent support group meeting. This meeting will take place in the 

new building auditorium. This meeting will be allowing us to form a 2020/2021 parent’s support executive 

team. We have 16 student and staff cohort groups. Each cohort group has their own designated spot as well 

as their own entrance and exit doors. This is to limit contact within the entire school population. Keep in mind 

that if a student is not feeling well, keep him/her at home. We are working closely with all of you to ensure the 

safety of everyone. Please remember to be safe and be kind to one another.  
 

I look forward to working with everyone this year. Should you have any questions, comments, or concerns do 

not hesitate to contact me.  

Jaspal S. Dhaliwal  

Principal  
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School Calendar 

Oct-Nov-Dec 
Oct 9  PSG Meeting at  1:30 p.m. 

Oct 12  Thanksgiving Day Holiday 

Oct 13-16 Interim Reporting (Gr K-12) 

Oct 23   Province Wide-Pro D Day 

  No School for Students 

Nov 11  Remembrance Day Holiday 

Nov 13  Virtual Diwali Celebration 

Nov 19  Mid Semester  Student Led 

  P-T Interviews (Gr. 9-12) PM) 

Nov 20  Pro D Day 

  No School for  Students  

Nov 23  Photo Day 

Nov 27  Parkash Gurpurb 

  Guru Nanak Dev Ji (AM) 

Dec 7      Term 1 Report Card (Gr. K—8) 

Dec 17              Martyrdom Day  (A.M) 

Dec 18  Last Day of School before Winter  

  Break 

Dec 21–Jan 1 Winter Break   

January 4 School reopens  after Winter  

  Break 

 

Visit us at www.dasmeshschool.com and fol-

low us on Facebook for updates on school 

PSG Meeting 

October 9, 2020 at 1:30 p.m. 
PSG meeting will take place in the new build-

ing auditorium. This meeting will be allowing 

us to form a 2020/2021 parent’s support 

group executive team. Please make sure to 

wear a mask when you come for this meeting.   

All parents are requested to  attend this first 

PSG meeting of the year. 

Students Fees Account: 
We would like to thank all parents who had 

already cleared their children’s fee          

accounts by September 30, 2020. 

Families facing financial hardship due to 

COVID, are paying fees in installments. 

Please make sure that your first install-

ment of fee has been paid in September.   

Our focus is to have all installments 

cleared by first  week of December. 

First Installment due: September 15 

Second Installment due:  October 15 

Third Installment due: November 15 

Please call the school office if you have any  

questions. 

What Makes DPS 

Unique…. 

Our students learn English, Punjabi and 

French starting  Kindergarten.  

❝One language sets you in a corridor 

for life. Two languages open every 

door along the way.❞  

Studies show learning different lan-

guages at a early age allow children :  

1) Cross-cultural understanding  

2) Boost test scores in core subjects  

3) It improves the child's ability in their 

native language  

4) It increases career opportunities  

5) It connects children to their heritage 
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New Pick up  

pattern 
Parents are requested to allow 

at least 15 minutes during  pick 

up after school.  Please be  

patient with our traffic monitors. 

 

Orange shirt Day at DPS :Every child Matters 
Staff and students actively participated in orange shirt day on September 30th. 

Orange Shirt Day is a grassroots event that encourages Canadians to learn about and 

acknowledge the harm that the residential school system had on generations of Indige-

nous families and their communities.   

Dasmesh Uniform Supplier- 

Neat Uniform’s Contact info. 

Phone:     604-205-7560 

Address:  1050 Boundary Rd 

       Burnaby, BC V5K 4T3 

Website:    www.neatuniforms.ca 
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Fire Prevention Week (FPW) is taking place from October 4-10 and this year’s theme is 

Serve Up Fire Safety in the Kitchen! The theme aims to educate children and families about the sim-

ple steps they can take to stay safe while cooking, which is especially timely as families are spending 

more time together at home.  

Stay focused on the food- unattended cooking is the leading cause of fires in kitchen 

Put a lid on it– You can take simple steps to keep a small kitchen fire from getting out of control 

Keep cooking areas clear 

Prevent scalds and burns –hot liquids and steam can cause devastating injuries. 

Covid-19 Self Assessment: 
The following is an example of a daily health check to determine if a student attends school that day. 

Daily Health Check   

If you answered “YES” to one of the questions included under ‘Key Symptoms of Illness’ (excluding 

fever), you should stay home for 24 hours from when the symptom started. If the symptom improves, 

you may return to school when you feel well enough. If the symptom persists or worsens, seek a 

health assessment.  

If you answered “YES” to two or more of the questions included under ‘Symptoms of Illness’ or you 

have a fever, seek a health assessment. A health assessment includes calling 8-1-1, or a primary 

care provider like a physician or nurse practitioner. If a health assessment is required, you should 

not return to school until COVID-19 has been excluded and your symptoms have improved.  
 

If you yes to  questions 2 or 3, use the COVID-19 Self Assessment Tool to determine if you should 

seek testing for COVID-19 

1.  Key Symptoms of        

Illness 

Do you have any of the following new key 

symptoms? 

Yes No 

  Fever Yes No 

  Chills Yes No 

  Cough or worsening of chronic cough Yes No 

  Shortness of breath Yes No 

  Loss of sense of smell or taste Yes No 

  Diarrhea Yes No 

  Nausea and vomiting Yes No 

2.  International travel Have you returned from travel outside Cana-

da in the last 14 days? 

Yes No 

3. Confirmed Contact Are you a confirmed contact of a person con-

firmed to have COVID-19? 

Yes No 

Parents/Guardians please note that you must wear a mask when you are in school property.   

Students are not allowed to use school playground after school due to COVID-19 protocol. 

ShakeOut BC - October 15, 2020 
On October 15, millions of people worldwide will practice how to “Drop, Cover and Hold 
On” during Great ShakeOut Earthquake Drill. 


